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Dear Pirate Family,

Progress Check Ins with students and teachers are next 
week, December 12-16 to discuss student grades.  Please 
remember two major things as we wind down the semester.  1.  
Student Grades:  Students have 50% of their semester long 
grade left to earn with the third six weeks (we are close to 
halfway through it now) and final exams.  2.  Student 
Attendance.   Students have had the opportunity to recover 
unexcused absences  during Pirate Recovery since October.  
Students  may not receive credit for a class if they have more 
than 7 unexcused absences.  Students  and Parents will be 
notified late this week and early next week about Attendance 
Recovery Opportunities.  Notes for an excused absence 
must be turned in within five days of absence.  As of right 
now students can stay after school on Mon. Tues. and Weds. 
from 3:10 to 4:10 in the media center.  Final Exam 
information will come out in the following weeks.

 Our Pirate Recovery  sessions for students who need 
to recover absences, improve grades, need tutoring, and need 
help with homework are ongoing.  Please check out page 4 for 
full details.  Sessions are  on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
of each week from 3:10 to 4:10 PM in the media center. We 
will have a Math, Science,  English, and Social Studies teacher 
here for students.  

Students are reminded to continue to check the 
Student Canvas Announcement Page to be updated daily on 
events at PRHS.  Please review our table of contents on this 
page and use this newsletter to stay informed throughout the 
year, as well as, our  PRHS Website.   The Pirate Press  is the 
main form of communication from school to home. 

https://twitter.com/porterridgehsnc
https://www.instagram.com/PorterRidgeHSNC/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/PorterRidgeHSNC/
https://www.facebook.com/PorterRidgeHSNC/
https://twitter.com/porterridgehsnc
https://www.instagram.com/PorterRidgeHSNC/?hl=en
https://porterridgehs.ptboard.com/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/34


SCHOLARSHIPSPirate 
Recovery   

Recover 
Unexcused 
Absences! 

Tutoring for 
students who 

want help!

Time to 
Complete 
Homework 

and Projects

Unit or Credit 
Recovery 
COMING 
SOON!

Mon, Tues, 
Weds: 3:10-4:10 

PM, Media 
Center 

Math, 
Social 

Studies, 
Science, 

and 
English 

Teachers 
on site



Academics, Leadership, 
Student Life & advisory

Pirates in action helping with the Kiwanis 
Club Food Drive!!

Come to the Pirate Skits for Kids presented by our 
theatre students! Friday, December 9 in the auditorium 
at 7 PM. Tickets are $5 at 
Porterridgehs.seatyourself.biz

Thank you to our 
Indoor Track 
Meet Volunteers!  

Click HERE to read a story about 
Sean Laloan, a PRHS student who has 
won worldwide Taekwondo awards!  
It is written by PRHS student Kate 
Miller 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=34&ModuleInstanceID=10230&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=67945&PageID=61


SCHOLARSHIPS
WORKKEYS 
Accolades 

Congratulations to the following seniors that earned a 
Silver, Gold, or Platinum on the WorkKeys Assessment they 

took this past Monday.  These students will be honored with 
a breakfast at school next week!  Invitations will go out on 

Monday 12/12!  Thank you!



Student Life
Announcements 

❖ Please donate to help FFA and FCCLA with the holiday Fundraiser. Donate gently used or new hats, 
scarves and gloves to D101 or in the front office. Drop off will be until December 12th.

❖ Attention Sophomores! Ms. Lukasik and Ms. Smitherman are looking for members to join the PROM 
COMMITTEE! Members will create and setup decorations for prom and take tickets the night of the event. 
Any member will also receive a free ticket as a Junior for participating! The interest meeting is Tuesday, 
December 13th at 3:10 in room G211.

❖ Attention Pirates! Student Council will be hosting the annual Game Night on December 13th in the 
cafeteria! Game Night will be featuring a Just Dance Tournament, a Mario Kart Tournament, a Smash 
Bros Tournament, and an all-new NBA 2k23 Blacktop Tournament! It is free to attend, Food, snacks, and 
drinks will be provided, and all levels of gaming experience are welcome. Hope to see you there Pirates!

❖ Attention Pirates … You are officially invited to the Boneyard Bonfire! This is a free event that will take 
place on December 14th from 5:30-7:45pm in the circular area outside of the football stadium. S’mores, 
Hot Cocoa, and Hot dogs will be provided for everyone who comes! Make sure to dress-up in your best 
pajamas because a onesie competition will be taking place! Bring your own lawn chair and we hope to 
see you there.

❖ Buy your yearbooks at yearbookforever.com
❖ Come join us and bring your younger siblings as Porter Ridge High School's Castaways present 

Pirate Skits for Kids December 9th at 7 PM. Tickets are five dollars and available at 
porterridgehs.seatyourself.biz.

❖ The Growing Green Environmental Club will be hosting a Winter Party from 3-4 pm on Monday, 
December 12, 2022 in G114! All members are welcome!

❖ Attention world travelers! If you'd like to travel to Quebec and Montreal, Canada June 19-23rd, look 
for posters at the end of each hall or near the guidance office. Scan the QR code for more details and 
sign up in the portal to show interest--no money due at this time! Contact Ms.  Heather Myers for your 
application!

❖ Bonjour Pirates! The French club will meet on Tuesday, December 13th in F101 from 3 to 4pm. We will 
be auctioning presents, sharing festive snacks, and learning about how the French celebrate Christmas. 
Check our Canvas page for details about presents and snacks!

❖ HOSA will be meeting on December 14th at 7:45am in E212. This will be in drop in meeting to deliver 
your new toy for the Toy Drive. Please see Instagram or Ms. Clontz for more information.

❖ The disc golf club will be meeting Friday at 7:30am in Mr. Setzer’s Room.
❖ The Chorus Concert will be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday, December 15 in the school auditorium. Come 

out to enjoy your fellow students as we create some beautiful choral music.
❖ Congratulations to Madison Lowe for being voted Vice President of Skills USA Criminal Justice 

division, Ben Gushee voted Vice President of Skills USA Automotive division and Julia Matlack for 
being voted Skills USA Parliamentarian of the chapter. Thanks to everyone who came out, we are 
looking forward to lies ahead. Please contact Mr.Webb in a A103 or Mr. Raynor in G109 if you are 
interested or have any questions about Skills USA.

❖ NEHS / Creative writing club will meet on Friday, December 16 after school in Mrs. Hill's room for a 
Winter Break party. Bring snacks to share and/or a White Elephant gift if you are able.

https://yearbookforever.com/


Pirate PTO Page 

A huge THANK 
YOU the the 

PR Community 
and PR PTO 

for providing 
a delicious 
pie to every 
PRHS Staff 

member for 
Thanksgiving!
Staff were so 

very 
appreciative 

of this 
special treat!



STUDENT LIFE & 
Community EVENTS



Winter Spirit
 



          PRHS ATHLETICS 

Click HERE for Athletic 
Schedules

Boys Basketball
Girls Basketball

Wrestling
Swimming

Indoor Track 

Click here for 

HOME EVENT Tickets 
All tickets are sold on this website 

or at the GATE by credit/debit card.  
 

Pirate Athletics 
For more information about PRHS Athletics 

click HERE

The Pirate 
Athletic 

Booster will be 
selling Pirate 
Athletic Wear 

at the next 
two home 
basketball 

games on 12/8 
and 12/13,  Get 

Your Pirate 
Gear Today!

https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3519241/boys/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3519243/girls/basketball/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3519248/wrestling/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3519247/swimming-and-diving/varsity/schedule
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/teams/3519246/indoor-track/varsity
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/event-tickets
https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/


          PRHS ATHLETICS 

Athletic Results

Pirate Athletics 
For more information about PRHS Athletics 

click HERE

Results from this Past Week
Basketball   JV Girls JV boys V Girls V Boys 
12/2  vs Linc Char     W 44-26 L 39-57 L 54-56
12/5  vs AK  L 10-36 L 41-44 L 46-66 L 72-88
Track     Girls  Boys 
vs MR (21 Teams)         2nd  31 teams
Swim
No Meet
Wrestling
12/3 @ Mt Pleasant      Team 3rd Place out of 22 Teams

https://porterridgeathleticzone.com/


PRHS COUNSELING NEWS 

Who is your counselor?

Ashley Lawson- last names A-Cou
ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Tanisha Anderson- last names Cov-Hek
tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Bryan James – last names Hel-Mc
bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Cassidy Jarrett– last names Me-San
cassidy.lippert@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Alexandra Green– last names Sap-Z
alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us 

The counselors are here to support you 
with school.  You can set up a meeting to 
speak to your counselor about academic, 
career, college, post high school plans or 
personal needs.   If you have any 
questions please feel free to send your 
counselor an email.

Follow us on:          @PRHSCounseling 
Follow us on:            prhscounseling

Counseling 
Center 

Add your parents to your 
SCOIR account. Please follow 

these instructions. 

Graduation is at the Stadium on 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023 at 8 PM. More 
details will go out to Seniors and families 
later in the school year.

SCHOLARSHIPS: There are 
a ton of newly added 

scholarships on the Pirate 
Scholarship Document! 

Scholarships with upcoming 
deadlines are highlighted in 

PURPLE! 

mailto:ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:tanisha.anderson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:bryan.james@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:cassidy.lippert@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:alexandra.green@ucps.k12.nc.us
https://twitter.com/prhscounseling
https://www.instagram.com/prhscounseling/
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/gbggus55fk-inviting-parents#:~:text=Go%20to%20your%20Student%20Profile,in%20the%20Personal%20Details%20section.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aJUEFIL_retRmyxlCmNNMbLUPX_HwYZkrgG--uFwaxQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aJUEFIL_retRmyxlCmNNMbLUPX_HwYZkrgG--uFwaxQ/edit?usp=sharing


Porter Ridge Schedule: Mondays, Tuesdays, and alternating Fridays
● As you receive answers, please make sure to update Scoir with the 

outcomes! 
● As you receive scholarship offers, please take a picture or 

screenshot of the offer and either email it to me or DM it to the 
@Pirates2College Instagram page. 

Important Links
College Advising Website
Calendly for Meetings
Instagram: @Pirates2College
Calendar for Events and Deadlines

Class of 2023 & 
College Adviser

Scholarship Search Sites
● Going Merry
● Raise Me
● Bold.org
● UCPS
● CFNC
● Niche
● College Board
● Tuition Funding Source

LAWA High School Events
Free bilingual information session on how to prepare, plan and pay for 
postsecondary education. Register here! 

https://sites.google.com/ucps.k12.nc.us/ms-schaeffers-college-advising/home
https://calendly.com/ms-schaeffer-college-advising
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y18xaTg3NmU0bXU2dDFlaWx1dDEwOWE4dGw5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.raise.me/join/9430074462
https://bold.org/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7801
https://app-cfnc-site-prd.azurewebsites.net/pay-for-college/scholarship-search/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
https://www.tuitionfundingsources.com/financial-aid/?state=34
https://www.loom.com/share/16ed766e57d94c5c9bafc451c68398ae
https://www.loom.com/share/16ed766e57d94c5c9bafc451c68398ae
https://lawa.news/HighSchool
https://lawa.news/HighSchool


SCHOLARSHIPS

DAR Scholarships
The DAR offers too many scholarships 
to list them individually, so be sure to 
check them out HERE! You do not 
need to be a member of the DAR to 
qualify and apply.

Overachievers Student Grant
If you are a person who is making a 
difference in others’ lives outside of 
the classroom, you are eligible for this 
$15,000 scholarship. Application due 
12/15/22. CLICK HERE for more 
information!

Arthur M. & Berdena King Eagle Scouts 
Scholarship

$10,000 (15 available) | Due 12/31
Eligibility: 
● Be an Eagle Scout between the 

ages of 13 and 18
● Compete at the local chapter 

level prior to competing at the 
national level

CLICK HERE to apply!

As you learn about scholarships you’ve 
received, please fill out this form or 
send me a picture of the letter! 

Mindscape Big Picture Scholarship
$10,000 | Due: 12/15
Have a deep curiosity in studying the 
universe for its own sake, whether 
that be pursuing studies in 
philosophy, biology, math, literature, 
or any other field that seeks a better 
understanding of our existence Power of Resilience Scholarship

$1,000 | Due: 12/31
Submit an essay discussing a serious 
life challenge you encountered and 
how you overcame them. 
Applications can be found by 
CLICKING HERE 

Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS) 
Scholarships 

Due: 12/28
General Requirements: 
● Open to women with a GPA of 

3.0 or higher 
● Enrolled/intend to enroll in a 

transportation-related degree 
program 

● Plans to pursue a career in a 
transportation-related field.

https://dar.academicworks.com/
https://powertothepen.com/g2overachievers/
https://www.sar.org/arthur-m-berdena-king-eagle-scout-contest/
https://forms.gle/8GPZ72RrXW2meENe6
https://scholarshipguidance.com/scholarships/32460/power-of-resilience-scholarship


SCHOLARSHIPS
UPCS Parent Resources 

& SAT/ACT Prep 

http://www.albert.io/classes
http://www.albert.io/classes


SCHOLARSHIPS
Career & College Promise, 
ASVAB, job Opportunities

Wendy's is opening up 
a new restaurant in 
the Sun Valley area 
and they are looking 

for about 10 high 
school students to 

fill open position. To 
apply text WEN83 to 

25000.  Starting pay is 
between $12-13 per 

hour. 

https://spcc.edu/areas-of-study/high-schools/
https://spcc.edu/areas-of-study/high-schools/
https://forms.gle/DwkUVgAHtwkoVYgd7
https://forms.gle/DwkUVgAHtwkoVYgd7


Parents Be a Canvas 
Observer

Click here for 
instructions

PowerSchool Parent Portal to 
keep up with attendance and 

grades.   

Click here for information. 

 

Issues with Chromebooks, 
Major Clarity &

Canvas Parent & Power School

GOT CHROMEBOOK ISSUES? 

Location: D105 inside Media Center; Who: Mr. Walden or 
Ms. Snelson; students can email 
jason.walden@ucps.k12.nc.us for support - Teachers can 
contact via MS Teams

Tech Times: Monday -Wednesday -Friday  Mr. Walden 
is here 7:45 - 11:30 am.   
Tues and Thurs he is here 12:30pm - 3:00pm.  
Teachers and students STILL always have to put in a 
ticket also. 

 Before or after these times Ms. Snelson can help with the 
following:  reconnecting to the wifi;  resetting NC ED 
Cloud passwords;  damaged computers- she can replace 
as long as she has computers available

**Students should put in a help desk ticket the icon 
can be found on the student start-up page. It is a big 
red button in the last row. 

“Major Clarity”

UCPS continues to utilize a program called 
Major Clarity for career resources.  All 
Porter Ridge High School students have a 
Major Clarity account and they can access 
it by going to the UCPS High School 
Student Start Up page and click on their 
NCEdCloud IAM Clever title to login in.  
Students will then click on the Clever tile.  
Click on Student & Teacher Log in with 
NCEDCloud and scroll down until they see 
More apps and select the Major Clarity 
tile.  Once they are in their Major Clarity 
account, on the left hand side they can 
select assessments and take the 
Personality Assessment & Learning Styles 
Assessment.  After the student takes the 
Personality Assessment, back on the left 
side they can click Career Exploration and 
either search for what they would like to 
see or if they scroll down, they will see 
careers that have a Fit Score and click on 
them to learn more about each career.  
Below are screenshots as well.  Another 
resource in Major Clarity students can 
earn Micro-Credentials.  
Micro-Credentials can be received after 
students complete a mini course.  These 
credentials can help students take the 
next step in their career discovery and 
help them stand-out by earning subject 
matter micro-credentials, built in 
partnership with leading employers and 
educational institutions.  If you have any 
questions or would like more information, 
please email Ms. Webb at 
sarah.webb@ucps.k12.nc.us.

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/3405/Canvas%20Parent%20Readiness%20Checklist.pdf
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/6519
mailto:jason.walden@ucps.k12.nc.us


Important Links 
School Forms- CLICK HERE 

School Health and Safety Information- CLICK HERE 

School Technology How to Page- CLICK HERE

Visitor on Campus Information- CLICK HERE

Transportation Information- CLICK HERE

Information 
Portal 

Transportation information can be found 

on the UCPS Transportation pages.

The school system is using a NEW app this year to 
track your bus. Please see the flyer below:  Video on 
how to install the app:  

CLICK HERE 

For directions on how to install this Real-time bus app 
on your phone please follow this link.  There is a 
great video for your reference here. 

School Nutrition Prices 

If you feel your family may qualify for free or reduced meals, UCPS 
encourages parents to complete the meal application (click here)  

Click here for more information on meal prices.

Click here to set up an account to make payments and monitor your child's 
lunch account.  

If you have questions or need a paper copy of the application, please contact 
School Nutrition at 704-296-3000

STUDENT ABSENCES

▪ Students must turn in absence excuse notes to the Attendance 
Counselor BEFORE the start of the school day.

▪ Students are allowed FIVE school days after the end of an absence to 
bring a parent/ doctor note to document the reason for the absence. A 
parent note must be signed by a parent or guardian with a work and 
home telephone number for further clarification.  An absence will be 
recorded as unexcused until the parent/ doctor note is submitted.

▪ After FIVE days the absence is recorded as unexcused/unlawful.  
Doctor/Medical notes may be considered after this in special cases. 
Parent notes will not be accepted after five days.

▪ All parent notes are subject to review and may result in a required 
parent-administration meeting in order to be considered. 

Click here for the 
PRHS Student 

Handbook 
for the Tardy Policy, 

Dress Code, & 
Attendance 

Requirements 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Domain/1823
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7604
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7602
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/7599
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10605
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/125
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUEVprGXYnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vUEVprGXYnw
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/10414
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lunchapplication.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MGkZTg%2BXJSjIsAuCMj5oZpycqA2Z3%2Fm0YxP0WFZ70Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2pfst34f&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e692BfflyffCU2LHpKKRx5XMhzLTekDAv34QYaZOps4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.k12paymentcenter.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosh.Wall%40ucps.k12.nc.us%7C4530947907734d952e6708da6f52365c%7C698d4b192f824c7ba3973dc8729f735d%7C0%7C0%7C637944696129414030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sX5yBDqR0YtQB2k60noFeELpguK9aVWi58xB2EI0r2w%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aAa-yoJtSH-z4tKVA5KWnMu3x4ccI-Y99Bqsx4x12UI/edit


Ports of Information for Pirates: 
Follow us on Facebook: PorterRidgeHS.NC 

Follow us on Twitter: @PorterRidgeHSNC @PRHSCareer @prhs_athletics  
@PRPiratehoops @pr_volleyball @PorterRidgeFB @prtrackandfield 
@PRHSSoccer1  @PRHSPiratesBSB  @PorterRidgeFFA  @PRHScheer
@porterridgeabc  @PorterRidgeBand @Piratestuco  @PRLAX2

Follow us on Instagram: #Committed #InItTogether #WeRPR @prhsffa 
@porterridgefootball @porterridgecheer @prhs_athletics_ @prbandofpirates 
@prhs_volleyball @prhscounseling @pr_athletic_booster_club @prhs.running 
@prhsbaseball @prhs.beta.club @prhscs @prhsweightlifing 
@prhs.piratenation @prhs_frenchclub_ @prhs_hosa @pr.nahs @prhs.wrestling 
@prhs_interactclub @prhs.nhs @prhs.knittingandcrocheting @prhs_discgolf 
@prhsfieldhockey @prhs_gsa_ @prhswomenslax @porterridgesoftball 
@prhs.running @porterridgeyounglife @ucpsnc @pmhs_afjrotc 
@prhs_castaways @prhs.draft.robotix @prhsyearbook2023 @prhs.bookclub 
@prhsmualphatheta @aghoulihan @prhs.jcl.club @porterridgeswimming 
@prhsbasketballcheer @prhssandvolleyball @prhswtennis @prhs.dnd.club 
@pr_nehs @PRHS_Vocal_Treasures @prhsspeechanddebate @prhs_mha_saves 
@prhsmodelunitednations @prhsfilmclub @prphilosophyclub 
@prhspirates4christ @prhs_humanities @prhs_growinggreen 
@porter_ridge_hs_pto

 Follow UCPS on Twitter: @AGHoulihan @UCPSNC @UCPSNCATHLETICS 
@UCPSInnovate @UCPSCareerready @UMatterinUCPS 

Pirate Ports of Information 
Pirate Ports of 

Information 


